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— EXTRA | 
RRL DX TEST CUT TO 1 WeEKEMD(niooe) 


The Contest Advisory Committee of the ARRL has, for some time, kicked the 
idea of cutting the ARRL DX test from a total of four weekends down to 

one veokend per mode. In early July, the CAC voted overwhelmingly in favor 
of such a proposal, and the Board of Directors voted to make the decis- 
ion cfficial, beginning with the 1979 Test. 


The Roerd also voted to let the HQ crew decide which weekends in February 
and March the contest will fall on. The decision seems to rest pretty much 
in the hands of Tom Frenaye, KIKI. Since the CAC has no apparent say in 
the matter, only direct contact with Tom can provide any inputs. Tom is 
presently leaning towards holding the phone and cw on the first and third 
weekends in March, respectively, and unless he hears any differently, 

will co ahead and announce it as such. If you have an opinion to express 
one way or the other, give Tom a call at League HO, (203) 666-1541. If 
Tom isn't there, leave word with Bill Jennings, KIWI, also at the contcst 
desk. 


At first glance, you might ask what difference it makes which weekends Tam 
decides on. However, there are some different opinions. In March, noise 

is much higher in the Northern Hemisphere,and there are fewer darkness 
hours, both of which mean bad news for low band operators. On the other 
hand, noise will be pretty much equal jin the No.tr and South, perhens 
encouraging more activity in the politically important Third World naticns, 
Which all seem to be in the South. The biq argument against an all-February 
contest seems to be the logistics of getting the change communicated to 
Cversean participants in tine. This seems like a short-sighted excuse, A 
third possibility would schedule one weekend in each month. If phone were 
to be always the first ful] weekend in February, and cw always the first in 
March, it would be a lot easier to remember, as well as easier to Fit in 
one's personal schedule. The major objection seems to be that the 28-day 
solar cycle could cause conditions to Lo the same on both weekends. That 
hasn*t bothered th. CQWW, though. Whatever your suggestion, call Tom with 
it. This is your chance to influence a decision we'll have to live with for 
years to come. If you dea't speak up now, don't qripe if things aren't to 
your iiking in the spring. You had your chance. 
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HOW THE YCCC SPENT ITS SUMMER VACATION 


Although the major contests (CQWW, SS, ARRIL) take place 

in the fall and winter, this summer has been a busy time 
for a lot of club members. Severol familiar calls were 
noted in Field Day, including W2Y¥V/2 and K1AR/1. John's 
call now appears in almost 4200 FD logs, quite an* accom- 
plishment for 6 operators and 3 barefoot rigs in New Hamp- 
shire. A week after FD, the CW bands exploded for 4 hours 
during the second running of the North American Sprint. 
Although there wasn't enough interest to field a YCCC team, 
several members did get on for this frolic. The final team 
totals aren't available as of this writing, but it appears 
that “INDEPENDENT CONTESTERS TEAM #2" (sponsored byw W2GD) 
has an excellent shot at the trophy. The team included 
¥YCCC men KIAR,K1LDG, and K1EA, which no doubt accounts for 
the score. Other club members known to have been active 
include K1lIU, K1lIR {at WI1YK), K1GQO, K1LEB, KIMEM, W2dJ, and 
W2IB. If you were on and made over 175 OS0s or over 7000 
points, give yourself a pat on the back=-nice job. 


Lots of the gang got on for the Radiosport, and everyone 
seemed to have a good time. Good rates were possible,with 
100+ OSOs/hour commonplace on 20 and 15. The big solar 
flare on Sunday caused a total blackout for a few hours, 
but several scores over 3000 950s were reported nonetheless. 


Those who didn't operate much this summer spent their 

time gathering dB's to last them through the winter. For 
instance, K1GQ has a second tower up now, holding his KLM 
4 el 40 100 feet above Hollis,NH. Mark, KIRX, has stacked 
beams on 20 and 15, fixed quads on 40, various wires on 75, 
and single-band amplifiers all running now at the house on 
the hill. You can see all that stuff for yourself at Mark's 
on the 26th at the party. Details and the usual illegible 
map appear elsewhere in this issue. Down south, K1ZM has 
been slaving away at the W1ZM location in order to make 
Jerry's place "multi-ableé" again. I don't have all the 
details, but Jeff keeps mumbling something about 5 towers 
up, one 150 footer.....-Looks like W2PV's going to have 
company at the top of the multi-multi listings this year. 
speaking of Jim, word has it that his computer generated 

a set of perfect dimensions for a 10 meter array, and one 
wil] be installed on the back tower shortly. KIXX has his 
new 10 meter beam working now in preparation for big doings 
this fall. Dave, W2YV, has planted his second tower, and 
WIRR has found that steel trees grow well in NH.K2VV is 
planning to make WNY available in SS from two big towers 
Full of beams on top of his hill. 


- 3- 


IN THE “JUST WHAT I'VE BEEN LOOK- 
ING FOR" CATEGORY : 


OFFICIAL MEETING OCTOBER 14 IN BOXBORO 
DON’T MISS IT’!!! 


Great circle maps of the world are 
available from the good ole US gov- 
ernment cheap! This is a huge 36 x 
42 inch wall-type map guaranteed 
to elicit a "Where did you get the 
neat map?" comment from visitors 
to your shack. Order "The World 
on the Azimuthal Equidistant Proj- 
ection Centered on New York City" 
Frem the National Ocean Survey, 
Distribution Center C44, 6501 
Lafayette Av., Riverdale,MD 20840. 
Price is $2.50 cheap. 

(tnx K1GQ) 


The next official YCCC meeting will be 
held on Saturday, October 14, at the 
New England Division ARRL convention 

in Boxboro, MA. Details are not yet 
firmed up, but will be available for 
publication in the next SCUTTLESUTT. 
This will be our Fall "get psyched" 
meeting. Various workshops will be held 
in order to help you get the most out 
of your station and at the same time 
give some of the newer members an idea 
of what they are expected to do this 
fall in the various and sundry contests. 
New members will be accepted at this 
meeting and will be eligible to enter 
their scores in the club aggregates this 
year. So mark October 14 on your calen- 
dar now and plan to bring a friend. 


NIAAP and various others. Our sin- 
cere apologies. 


COMING DISTRACTIONS 


August 12-13 WAE CW This is a good chance to try out your new death-ray 
antenna system fixed on Europe. It is possible to 
win this one from our club's territory, but you'll 
need over 1000 OS0s to do it. 


August 19-20 CAN-AM No, silly, you don't have to work just VEs in this 
ii ee one. W to W 0S0s count also. Now is your chance to 
try out your death-ray SS antennas (that phrase sounds 
like a dupe). If you do take this thing seriously, 
report your score to KIDG via postcard and a club 
entry will be prepared. There are apparently some 
trophies, plaques, and other stuff to be won here. 


August 26-27 All-Asian CW Like the phone version, this is your basic 
West Coast contest. It also conflicts with the party 
at Mark's place. Those appear to be two excellent 
reasons to let this one siide. 


Sept. 9-10 VHF 050 Party and WAE Phone Take your pick. Operate either 
one or both. If there is sufficient club interest in 
the VHF contest, we may consider a club aggregate entry 
in the January contest. The WAE contest is a good 
way to practice running Europeans, and probably your 
last chance to test your death-ray..... 


(continued next page) 
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Sept.10 NA SPRINT As if that weekend isn't already busy enough! 
The July Sprint was a gas-ask anyone who operated. 
This is a 4 hour contest on Saturday night, which 
leaves the rest of the weekend free for other things 
(the phone WAE, for example). If you want to enjoy 
a cw contest full of top-notch operators, try this 
one. If enough club members get fired up for this one, 
we can talk about fielding a yccCc team for the 1979 
running. 

Sept. 23 This just in-- John Kenny, WIRR, has offered to host a party at his house in 

EH. More info in the next SCUTTLEBUTT. 
Oct. 14-15 YCCC Meeting - detaiis next month, BE THERE!!! No excuses! 


Oct. 28-29 COWW Phone Mark it on your calendar NOW. Visit Aunt Sadie 
some other time. 

November COSS,COSS...+: 

Nov. 25-26 COWW CW “Let your fingers do the talking" This is where 


we got skunked last year. It won't happen again, 
will it? NO WAY!!! 
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LAST YEAR 


Just to give you an idea of the type of operating talent we have in this 
club,let's look at the results of the COQ and ARRL DX contests frem last 
year. In the Phone WW official results, we had the elnh reprossnbed an 
the World top ten with KH6NO (K1G0); two in the USA top ten (NIGL, K1DG); 
the top East Coast Multi-single (W1ZA); and - get this - three of the top 
four USA Multi-multis (W2PV,K10X,W12M), including » rew record at W2PV. 


High claimed scores for the ARRL DX test have been flying around since 
Dayton. They show YCCC to be fairly well represented, including the ten 
Multi-multi (PV), top Multi-single (ZA), top two single-ops (W1CF, W1ZM), 
and top low bander (WIFC) on phone. On CW, we didn't fare quite as well 
(that is a tough act to follow), with only the #42 Multi-multi (PV), num- 
ber seven Multi-single (K1IU), numbers 3, 5, and 7 (that's odd) single- 
operator (ZA, ZM, and K10X), and second place high bander (K1DG). Some 
of those positions are going to shift uround some, foi various reasc..., 
and most of our standings will move up. 


Everybody take a big bow, and get ready for next year. 


WANTED: ONE OR TWO ROOMMATES TO SHARE HOUSE. HOUSE PULLY FOQULPPED WITH YAESU, AND 
BiG TOWER IN BACKYARD. LANDLORD OUT OF COUNTRY PREQUENTLY. STATION SEEMS 
TO WORK. RENT NEGOTIABLE. CONTACT BILL, KIMM, AT (617) 879-6290 (HOME) OR 
(G17) 8G4-—5400 (WORK). HOUSE IS LOCATED IN PRAMINGHAM, MASS. 


HELP WANTED =--INOUIRE WITHIN 


Sou SCLaGinger Well, Ut really. if inilial 
indications can be believed, there will be 
several stations hanging this sign in front. 
of their locations during the CQ contest 
weekends. A quick flashback to a meeting 
earlier this year will provide the explan- 
ation. 

Apparently someone suggested the idea of 
awarding a plaque to the station which con- 
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MORE AWARDS 


| _ 7 = : i—_—= 4 si = eT « ‘ 
|} Oliel Piagues wili be awarded ia Llu ia, 


tributes the most points to the club aggregate 


entry in the COWW. Other clubs have used 
this concept in the past with great success 
to produce large point totals. Unfortunately, 
an award for the top multi-multi eliminates 
most of the stations in the club (unless 
someone can beat W2PV). Therefore, the award 
will be presented to the multi-multi station 
which scores the most points per operator. 
The score will be computed as the sum cf the 
phone and cw scores, divided by the total 
number of operators involved in the effort. 
Thus, if W2PV runs up 20 million points for 
the two weekends, but uses 20 different ops 
to do it, and KIXX puts two transmitters on 
each weekend, with only two operators, and 
runs up a total of 6 million points, then 
Charlie's station wins. The intent is obv- 
iously to score the most points with the 
least operators. 

A proposal will be brought forward at the 
October meeting that this idea be put into 
action. Having talked to several stations 
already, there seems to be considerable in- 
terest, At least four stations have indicated 
that they would be willing to put a second 
rig on the air, and go after the club plaque, 
Doing a little quesstimating, our multi-multi 
Stations could possibly pour out over 30 
million points on phone alone. Not a bad 
return on investment of people, stations, 

and organization. 

Since K1DG is going to-be slightly inactive 
for most of October, so to speak (ask him 
why), KIXX has graciously volunteered to 
coorcinate the people and stations interested 
in doing a multi-multi. If you are a station 
looking for operators, Or an operator ioox.ng 
for a station, drop Charlie a note or card 
at his home address. Indicate whether you 
have equipment to bring with you, or if you 
want prospective operators to bring their 
rigs with them when they come. Charlie will 
try to get everybody matched up by contest 
time. 
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| although the categories are not yet decided. 


55 plagues will be also available, and one 
will be based upon total score contibuted 
by an individual operator. Obviously, the 
guy who wins this one will have to be a 
Super operator and will have to operate both 
modes. We are also trying to come with a 
reasonable criteria for selecting the best 
operator at a small station. It's only fair 
to oifer an award to the "little guns” in the 
club as well’as one for the “big guns". 

Any suggestions? 


REPEATER (AT LAST! !) 

At long last, it looks like the club will 
have a repeater that can be used to pass 
contest information. Through the efforts of 
Bob, N1TZ (ex-WAI1TAI), and various others in 
the Worcester area, a new 220-MHz repeater 
should be appearing on the air shortly. Bob 
has stated that this will be an open repeater 
but DX and contest information will have tuo 
priority. All costs have been supported hy 
Bob and a couple of people in his area. At 
present time, the repeater has been on the 
air for tests and debugging, and should be 
in full operation by the beginning of Sept- 
ember. The frequencies are 222.62/224.22. 
The location is near the airport in Worcester 
about 1000 or 1100 feet above sea level. 
Coverage should be pretty good, and it 
should prove useful to our fledgling multi- 
multis during the COWW. For any additional 
info, contact N1TZ. 


HARDLINE HINT 


As everybody in the club is now aware, a 
large quantity of 75-ohm CATV hardline has 
been avallable from various sources. Some 
people have wondered how to use it ina 
20-Oia station. Fear not: Sepreawer ham 
radio will carry a short article in which 
Charlie Carroll, K1XX, describes an easy 
method of matching between the two impedance: 
Bandwidth of the matching section is also 
described in some detail. The only dis- 

' advantage to using the system is that it 
requires you to use a separate feedling for 
each band. Eut considering the low cost 

of the surplus cable, and the savings in 
power over RGB for long runs of line (3-4 
dB}, it seems worthwhile. 
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Address change: Effective August 12, your Activities Manager will be 
reachable at the following address: 


Doug Grant KLDG — 
20 Oak Street 
Winchester, MA 01890 
(617) 729-4253 
(617) 935-5565 x119 (work) 
No letter bombs, please. 


PARTY ! 
WHERE: KIR¥, Derry, NH 


WHEN: Saturday, 26 August, 7 pm 


WHAT: Not an official meeting, but a chance to get together and discuss 


how the heck anybody will be able to compete with Mark's station 
this fall. 


WHO: Bring a friend if you like. They can't join until the October 
meeting, but give them an idea what kind of people we are. On second 
thought, maybe that's not such a great idea. 


HOW: (How to get there) Follow the map. Basically, try to get to 
Interstate 93 somehow, the rest is shown on the map. If you get 
lost (a distinct possibility in that state), find a phone and 
call 434-9444. If you really get lost, the area code is 603. 
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